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Stopnica

from Prx&as HaKehillot, Poler, Volume VII (Jerusalem: Yad Vashem, 1999), pages 343-344
By Daniel Blatman, Translated from the Hebrew by Manuel Silver

Stopnica nY))9lUD
In Yiddish: Y)fNuP (Stabnitz)

Stopnica district, Kielce province

Total

controlled their right to live only in specific
neighborhoods.

The importance of the Stopnica Jewish
community in the 18th century is attested to by the
fact that in 1754 the delegates of the Sandomierz-
Krak6wga/i/ (province) ofthe "Council ofthe
Four Lands" convened there. Some of the

community rabbis of the l?th and lSth centuries
known to us by name are: Rabbi Aryeh Leib,
authorof"ShaagatAryeh" and "Kol Shahal" (who
served i679-1682 and then moved to Zamorii);
Rabbi Aryeh Leib HaKohen (died 1721 in

Rzeszdw); Rabbi Yitzhak HaKohen Rappaport
(l?67, who moved to Pirlcz6w); and his more
famous brother, Rabbi Yitzhak Avratram
HaKohen Rappaport (died I 809).

In the 19th eentury, as the Hasidic population of
Stopnicabeganto grow, Rabbi Mordechai Halevi
Pardes was appointed asJ?av of the community.
He was ttre brother of Rabbi Meir of Apt
(Opat6w), and the student of Rabbi Elimelech of
Lezajzk and "HaHozeh Milublin" [the'oSeer of
Lublin", R. Yaakov Yitzcha& 1745-1 8151. As he

grew old, R. Mordechai Halevi Pardes moved to
Stasz6w. In 1877, Rabbi Menachem Mendel,
author of 'Nefesh Haya'' served as Rav in the city.
Others who served the community in the rabbinate

included Rabbi Hayim Yitzhak HaKohen, in
1906; Rabbi Shmuel HaKohen, 1920, signator of
the call tojoin "Agudat Israel"; and ia 1924-193'l
Rabbi Shaul HaKohen Schwartz.

The Jewish community of Stopnica grew rapidly
in the l9th century, and by the beginning of the
20th century they comprised 70% of the total
population. Most wore petty traders and
craftsman. Germany conquered the area at the
beginning of World War I, but in 1915 the
Russian army returned to take controi for a short
while. The Russian soldiers accused the Jews of
cooperating with the enemy, persecuted them,
confiscated their possessions, and exiled many to
Russia.

Jewish
Year

lation

Stopnica was founded in the l2th century.
Origmally it was a private village, but by the end

of that century it was taken over by the monarchy.
In 1362 King Casimir the Great confened the

status of a clty on Stopnica, and this new stature

contributed to ir further development^ A short
time later, the population numbered 870.
According to privileges of the l4th and 15th

centuries, the villagers were permitted three
market days aweek and one annual fair. In 1579

there were 64 craftsmen and two merchants.

During the Swedish Wars, Stopnica was

destroyed, and reconstruction began only at the
beginning ofthe I 8th cenarry. It never returned to
its previous stature, and finally in 1869 its status

as a city u,as rescinded.

Jewish residents of Stopnica were first mentioned
in &e middle ofthe lTth century. In 1663, a few
years after the Swedish Wars, the Jews received
special communal privileges, including the right
to build a synagogue and to establish a cemetery,
and a partial exemption from royal taxation.
These privileges drew many additional Jews to the
town, and in the course of time they piayed a

oenual role in its business and industrial affairs.
The 1663 privileges were renewed in 1752, but
the community had to sign a contract with the
Christian merchants. A similar contract was
signed in 1773 which restricted Jews to working
in their existing trades and occupations, and
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Again in 1919, soon after the war ended, Polish
anti-Semites attacked the Jews. The Jewish
representatives in the Polish SErz (parliament)
reported to the prime minister 0n the riots in
Stopnica where property was confiscated and

Jews beaten. Some were injured severely.

Afterthe local Polish governmentwas formed, the
Jews began to rebuildtheir communiry. Tho Joint
Distribution Committee helped to create a
People's Bank and a Business Bank, which helped
witjr loans to assist new businesses. In ihe
beginning of 1928, a branch ofBank Handlovi of
"Agudat Israel" was also established.

In the I 920s and 1 930s, many residents, especial Iy
the young, joined Zionist parties and movements.
The first and most important of these was
oMizrachi"o whose districtcouncil was located in
Stopnica during the 1930s. There was also a
branch of General Zionists in the city. The Left
Labor Zionists was the most active of the
Zionist-socialist parties. Its members founded tire
Union of Jewish Workers in Stopnica. In l93l a
branch of "HaChalutz" was created with 60
members; and in 1935, 20 of them started a

Hachsharah in a nearby village fann for
agricultural training. One member died in a work
accident. Youth movements wore also active,
including ':Young Mizrachi" and "The Zionist
Youth". The Zionist movemeilts organized
cultural and educational activities and founded a
Iibrary, opened clubs, and sarted Hebrew classes.
From time to time Zionist leaders from Eretz
Yisrael and Poland visited. On the eve of the
1930 elections to the Sejm, Yitzhak Greenboim
visited the city and received an enthusiastic
welcome, and delegates from the communities in
the area convened in Stopnica, Also in that year
Rabbi Moshe Yakobson from Tel Aviv lertured
on the work ofthe Jewish National Fund.

The results of fte 1939 elections to the 21st
Zionist Congress were: Mizrachi - 133 votes, Al
HaMishmar - 44 votes, l,eft Labor Zionis* - 31

votes, General Zionists - 18 votes, and Eretz
Yisrael lla0vedet- 15 votes.

Alongside the Zionist movements, the "Bund" and
"Agudat Yisrael", with its youth movement
"Tsierei Agudat Yisrael", also operated in

Stopnica. An orthodox school, financed by Bank
Handlovi, "BaitJakob", opened in 1932 with 150

studenls. Some boys studied in the traditional
cheder, but many children ofthe community, boys
and girls, studied in the general public school.

For many years the Orthodox conrolled the
administration of the communiry and its
institutions. In 193i, for the first time, Zionists
participated in the elections for the community
council. A combined list ofGeneralZionists and
Mizrachireceived 209 votes and three seats on the
council, Agudat Yisrael received 217 votes and
four seats, and the independent Hassidic List 62
votes and one seat.

In the absence of effective government at the
outbreak of World War II, local Christians
residents took advantage of the opportunity to
persecute Jews in the ci1v, plundering shops and
houses. The Germans conquered the area on
September 8, 1939, and immediately burned tho
Jewish quarter, killing four Jews. Acts of tenor
and ofiicial persecution occurred continuously
from then on. Atthe beginning of 1940, the local
German commander, Niederman, ordered the
wearing of white Magen David armbands. AtthE
same lime a Judenrat [Jewish council] was
created. Their first task was to collect 50,000
zloty as a "contribution" to the Germans. In April
1940 the Germans took 13 Jews fiom their Pesach
seder table, tornrred them in tle street, and then
shot them to dealh. In summer of 1940 the
Judenrat was required to supply forced labor for
farm work and digging drainage ditches in nearby
villages for the token sum of 4 ztoty per week.

Early in the year l94l a ghetto was established.
Even though ttre gheuo was not fenced in, Jows
were not allowed to leave except in order to go to
work. The Judenrat established workshops for
about 200 craftsmen, mostly working in textiles.
In the same year hundreds of refugees were
brought frorn i"6dz, Krak6w, Radom, and Plock.
By May 1941 the ghetto population reached

4,500. Due to the crowded living conditions and
the prevalent hunger there was an outbreak of
typhus. With the holp of the ISS organization of
I(rak6w, the Judenrat opened a soup kitchen and
a dispensary. In February 1942 there were 4,700
Jews in the ghetto of Stopnica, but by April that
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num ber had inoeased to 5,3 00. The mortal ity rate

was qurte high among the refugees and by June,

400 had dred ofhunger and and various dtseases.

On September 5,1942" SS troops aided by Pohsh

police and untts of Ukrainians surrounded the

ghetto The following day, September 6th, all
Jews were ordered to assemble in the central

square near the entrance to stopnica. Then the

Oermans and Ukrainians searched the houses for
those who might be hidrng. 400 Jews, mostly
invalids and elderly who had trouble leaving their

houses were captured and promptly shot on the

spot. A selection took place at the central square

and fifteen hundred able and younger Jews, who
were able to work. were deported in trucks
belonging to the munitions compary Hasag to a
work camp in Skariysko-Kamtenna [See.Krelce-
Radom SIG Journal,IV:31. The rest. about 3,000

men, u/omen, and children, were marched to

nearby Szczucin [11 miles southeast] and from

there taken by trarn to the death camp at

Treblinka. About 70 Jews remained in Stopnrca,

and these were forced by the Cermans to bury the

dead and to collect and sort the possessions ofthe
exiled. Afler seven weeks, these workers were

taken to the Sandomierz ghetto. and together with
the remarnder of the Jews rn the area, were sent

from thore to various labor eamps.

Only a few of the Jews of Stopnica survived the

Shoah and lived to once again experience
freedom. Today there are no Jews rn Stopnica.
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